60 GEORGE V. KING AND EMPEROR
were at Singapore to greet their rulers, the
Duke was able to hear, from the "Empire-
builders" themselves, how the results had
been achieved, and to study on the spot some
of the problems of Imperial expansion.
This section of the tour ended on a lighter
note with the traditional ceremonies attendant
upon "crossing the line." A hint of what
was to be expected had already been given on
board the OpMr soon after leaving Colombo,
when " Mr. and Mrs. Neptune" had asked
permission to visit the vessel and her escort
in order to carry out "the ancient custom
of the service . . . for the entertainment arid
amusement of the ships' companies."
On arriving at the equator, the bluejackets
prepared for their customary sport, "King
Neptune " arrived with his usual retinue and
armed with a cup of his native element, and
having received a gracious permission from
the Duchess of York, he made her a " Lady
of the Sea " by touching her forehead with the
salt water. The fun became more boisterous
when the stronger sex came to receive the
rite of initiation. The Duke, who from his
sailor training could enter with zest into the
sports of his loyal Jack Tars, set an example by
submitting to the " shave " and the sea-water
dip with hearty goodwill. The other denizens